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1. The Acropolis means “City on the Air”
 
2. The Parthenon, which is a temple dedicated 
to Athena, the city’s patron goddess, is the 
most famous building on the site.

3. Remnants of a house has been identified 
from the Neolithic period dating from 
4000-3200 BCE.

4. The first buildings on the site were created 
for defense.
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Architecture is the art or practice of designing and 
building spaces for people.
These spaces have many different functions: Home, 
school, museum, stadium, theatre and more.
The function of a building is very important because it 
helps the users to achieve their goals. 
Architecture has a very big impact on our day to day life 
and it has the power to affect our mood and wellbeing.

“Architecture is a way of seeing, thinking and questioning 
our world and our place in it.” Thom Mayne
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Architectural columns can be identified by the way 
they look. Below are three different types of columns 
in Greek architecture. 

What makes them different?

The Parthenon, the most famous building in the 
Acropolis, is made up of Doric Style columns.
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Doric

Ionic

Corinthian

Plain capital Fluted and 
smooth-surfaced 
shaft

Fluted and 
smooth-surfaces 
shaft

The capital is 
decorated with 
acanthus leaves 
and small scrolls

Scroll capital

Ornate
capital

A t v t
Design and name your own column.

Looking for inspiration?

Take a look at 
Angela Bulloch’s 
sculpture. 
Her art unites elements 
of architecture, 
industrial design, 
new media, and 
viewer interaction.


