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1.The architect behind the building in New 
York City was William Van Alen.

2.It was the world’s tallest building for a while. 
Its spire was built in secret to be able to claim 
the title. However, the Empire State Building 
overtook it less than a year later. 

3.It was renovated to become a highly energy 
efficient  building.
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The style of the Chrysler Building, Art Deco, began in 
1925 and was a celebration of  many different influences 
from around the world. 
The style champions craftsmanship and luxury and 
its architect William Van Alen spared no expense 
by bringing in materials from places such as Africa and 
Italy, and commissioning artwork that celebrated the 
machine and aviation age. William set out to create 
the tallest building in NYC by hiding its spire inside the 
structure until the very last moment, but sadly it was 
beaten in height by the Empire State Building shortly 
after opening. It is still, however, the world’s tallest 
steel-supported brick structure to date. The art deco 
style existed across disciplines in fashion, furniture and 
products and lasted until the WWII and the beginning of 
modern architecture. 

Create your own mural! On a seperate sheet of paper use a 
collage of images from magazines, printed from a computer 
or draw your own.

Create a mural that could exist in the Art Deco era. 
What other murals can you find for inspiration?

Create a mural celebrating the advancements of 
today.  What would you be inspired by?
What materials, colours and images might you 
use?

A mural is a work of art that has been applied 
directly on the wall. 
Here you can find examples of Chrysler building 
Murals by Edward Turnball.
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