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1.  Ouarzazate is the city and capital of Ouarzazate 
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Morocco, and is nicknamed the door of the desert. 

2. Ouarzazate’s elevation reaches 1,160 metres located 
in the middle of a plateau south of the High Atlas 
Mountains in the Sahara desert. 
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of Arabia, The Mummy, Gladiator and Kingdom of 
Heaven, amongst many.
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Ouarzazate is a good example and practice of a sustainable
 model of living as not only does it have the Ouarzazate 

solar power station but it is an exemplary case of sustainable 
develpoment in it’s use of rammed earth and clay bricks. 

uarzazate

R mmed Earth

Rammed earth is a technique 
for constructing buildings using 
natural raw materials such as 
earth, chalk, lime, or gravel. It is 
an ancient method that has been 
revived recently as a sustainable 
building method in architecture. 

A t v t
Materials: Sand or dry earth
Non-toxic white glue
Water 

Using natural materials such as dry earth, sand or gravel     
found in a sandpit or in a local park, see if you can    
create your own sustainable 3D object.

What will you use to bind your materials together? 

Use a mixture of white glue and water to combine with     
sand to help the sand stick together. You need about 
a half tablespoon of glue mixed with 4 tablespoons of 
water to mix with about two cups of sand, but try your 
own combination to see what works best!

Get inspired by the 
Museum of Architecture’s 
public installation of giant 
architectural sandcastles 
displayed around  Kensington 
in 2017.
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